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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Five Stars
By Jennie
LOVE!!!

27 of 29 people found the following review helpful.
A First Auden, better than ever
By Rico
Over four Christmases, this title sat on my Amazon wish list, ignored by my wife. This year, I bought it
myself and let her wrap it for me. How lucky that, while my wish for this book sat ungranted, Edward
Mendelson added explanatory notes and twenty poems to his original selection. The additional poems in this
"Expanded Edition" include the lovely "Funeral Blues," whose recitation in "Four Weddings and a Funeral"
provided most of that movie's emotional heft and social import.

The poems that Mendelson, Auden's literary executor, selected for this volume are printed here in their first
book-published versions. Mendelson also edited Auden's "Collected Poems," from which Auden himself
excluded some poems and for which he revised others. Mendelson discusses the choice between "Selected
Poems" and "Collected Poems" in the Introduction to this book:

"The present selection ... [reprints] the texts of Auden's early editions and [includes] poems that he later
rejected. A historical edition of this kind, one that reflects the author's work as it first appeared in public
rather than his final version of it, is not intended as an argument that Auden's revisions or rejections were
arbitrary or misguided; he had strong literary and ethical motives for choosing them, and in almost every
instance they produced versions of his poems that were more coherent and complex than the originals.
Probably the best way to experience Auden's work is to read the early versions first for their greater
immediate impact, and the revised versions afterward for their greater subtlety and depth. For most readers
this book will be a First Auden, and the edition of his 'Collected Poems' that was published posthumously
according to his final intentions may be recommended as a Second."

25 of 28 people found the following review helpful.
For lovers of Auden's poetry



By Armchair Interviews
W.H. Auden was a twentieth century English poet. He emphasized the individual, past and present, in their
frail condition.

Auden's writing varied as to subject, style, and type as he aged. Love poems, politics, culture, morals,
individuals; what a wealth of poetry the public has from Auden because of the number of years he lived and
wrote. Twenty poems have been added to this expanded edition including some of Auden's lighter poems.
This aids the reader, student, or lover of Auden to see a more complex, complete, fuller and well-rounded
poet.

A nice touch within the volume was the inclusion of brief notes explaining references that might be unclear.
Other positive features consisted of chronological arrangement of material, and an index of titles and first
lines.

Armchair Interviews says: A must for all Auden students, whether a casual reader or lover of his poetry.

See all 25 customer reviews...
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